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SPEED LIMITS ON COUNTRY ROADS 

79. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:   
I refer to the minister’s recent comments about the Liberal Party’s proposal to increase the speed limits on some 
country roads to 120 kilometres an hour.  The minister said that that was an incredibly stupid idea that was 
promoted by rednecks.  

(1) Will the minister confirm that prior to 1999, the Labor Party Caucus unanimously endorsed a motion to 
increase country road speed limits to 120 kilometres per hour?  

(2) Will the minister confirm that she voted to support the motion when it was moved in the Labor Party 
caucus room on that occasion?  

(3) Will the minister confirm that she is not an incredibly stupid redneck?   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied:  I have been looking forward to a question from the member for Kalgoorlie.  A 
couple of days ago in Parliament, he said that during the parliamentary recess he had travelled around the 
countryside as he conducted business in his electorate.  However, during his speech he did not mention anything 
he had done in his electorate.  In an article in the Manjimup-Bridgetown Times dated Wednesday, 21 August I 
found an interesting quote by the member, which states -  

“It has been interesting talking to police officers in this area and it would appear that crime is relatively 
contained,” Mr Birney said.   

I thank the member for Kalgoorlie.  The Government is obviously doing a very good job, because he says that 
crime has been contained.   

Mr M.J. Birney:  Why don’t you answer the question? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  The answer to the member’s question will take about two minutes.   

(1) No.  

(2) No.  I have never supported an increase in the speed limits on country roads.  

(3) The member does not have a clue what he is talking about.  He might think that this issue is funny; I 
think it is a matter of saving people’s lives.   

Several members interjected.   

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Mr Speaker, can I be heard in silence?   

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  A few years ago in Victoria there was a call to increase the speed limit by 10 kilometres 
on a major highway.  The Government conducted a 12-month trial.  Over that time there was a 22 per cent 
increase in major crashes and fatalities on that road.  At the end of the 12 months the speed limit was reduced by 
10 kilometres an hour and there was a 19 per cent reduction in the number of major crashes and fatalities.  This 
is not an issue about which to make jokes.  I have never supported an increase in speed limits on country roads.  
 


